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including farm parks. Farm parks are independent centers owned
and operated by individuals, land owning charities, or city councils.
They are recognized by the RBST in an approved scheme that identi-
fies those farm parks genuinely involved in rare breed preservation.
They have large collections of rare breeds in breeding units, and the
parks are open to the public as educational and visitor centers. They
have proved to be a successful means of encouraging public interest
in and support of conservation work.

The conservation activities of the RBST include the establishment
of procedures for defining rare breeds; the payment of subsidies to
farmers for keeping rare cattle, horses, and pigs; recording pedigrees;
and monitoring inbreeding, as needed, for rare breeds with no breed
societies. Its staff members run workshops and livestock sales, give
breeding advice, and produce a monthly magazine. The conservancy
also seeks funding and helps to supply animals for scientific research
and for evaluation of rare breeds. The only animals it owns are the
North Ronaldsay sheep on the island of Linga Holm, Scotland.

In cooperation with the Milk Marketing Board for England and
Wales, the RBST has established a cryogenic semen bank; samples
from more than 100 bulls of 15 breeds are stored, and storage of
samples from other breeds is planned. The RBST also collects semen
for breeds that are not rare but are in a rapid state of change or
contamination from other breeds.

The American Minor Breeds Conservancy (AMBC), located in
Pittsboro, North Carolina, was formed in 1977 by a group of indi-
viduals who were interested in preserving rare breeds and stocks of
livestock and poultry in North America. It works closely with simi-
lar groups, such as the Association of Living Historical Farms and
Agricultural Museums, and zoo and wildlife conservation organiza-
tions. The AMBC has accomplished much work in identifying, rescu-
ing, and restoring rare breeds and stocks, including Milking Devon
and Dutch Belted cattle, Jacob and Navajo-Churro sheep, Dominique
chickens, and Pilgrim geese. It has been developing recommended
procedures for reproducing and maintaining rare poultry stocks.

The AMBC has about 2,200 members, 65 percent of whom keep
livestock. Membership fees and special appeals support about half
of the AMBC's work; the other half is financed by funds from bene-
factors and foundations (Crawford, 1990b).

ORGANIZATIONAL ELEMENTS OF A NATIONAL PROGRAM

Programs to manage livestock genetic resources should recognize
the research goals already described, of which the sustaining of germplasm